
Science Plan Framework 

 

Conceptual purpose 

 

 The science plan shall advance future comprehensive and integrated ocean management 

by:  

 

1. Furthering an ecosystem-based approach to management through enhanced 

understanding of ecosystem services and functions (through monitoring, 

assessment, research, and analysis) 

2. Evaluating the performance of management measures in achieving goals of the 

Oceans Act and the ocean management plan as demonstrated by a suite of 

selected indicators 

 

Operational objectives 

 

The science plan shall incorporate feasible, achievable tasks to:  

 

1. Further develop the protocol for ecological assessment and valuation by 

incorporating enhanced/new data 

2. Obtain/augment data for use in compatibility analysis (socio-economic/use, 

technology)  

3. Increase the understanding of climate change effects on marine and coastal 

systems and the resulting implications and considerations for management actions 

4. Employ monitoring protocols that are appropriately scaled (temporally and 

spatially) and structured to enable trend analysis 

5. Develop an indicator framework with a feedback loop to assess and improve 

effectiveness of management measures 

6. Enhance data availability for appropriate use in management (ranging from 

quality assurance to data delivery)   

 

Outcomes 

 

A science plan that informs future management actions embodied in the ocean 

management goals and strategies through: 

 

1. Enhanced understanding of ecosystem processes (physical, chemical, biological, 

ecological) structure, and services 

 

2. Feedback loop provided by indicators and informed by monitoring  

 


